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ABSTRACT: Authors present the first confirmed locality @ftiorhynchus armadillo
(Rossi, 1792)n Poland. Information about occurrence this spedie Poland exist in
polish literature since 1913, but later researchdsected this data in doubt. Locality
from Warsaw is first and probably single nowadayBoland.
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Otiorhynchus armadillo is a species which until recently was encountendgt in North-
West Balkans and mountainous regions of severahtdes located in Central Europe
[ltaly, the Alps, the Vosges Mountains, the SreglinRange and southern part of
Rheinland) (Burakowski et al. 1993)], where it feed up to the subalpine zone (Muster
and Krause 2002).

In the recent years a strong expansion of thisispan the northerly direction
has been observed. Since 1998 it has been redortadhe British Isles (Lane 2009). In
2008 it was first recorded in the Netherlands (étefjan and Hellingman 2008), in 1995
in Sweden, and in 2010 in Norway (Staverlgkk 2010).

In Poland, the presence of this species has nat loe@mbiguously confirmed so
far. Tenenbaum (1913) reported its presence in deaet and claimed to encounter
numerous individuals in the surroundings of Warsdwwever, it was afterwards
commented that the information was “certainly falddroczkowski and Stefisgska 1992).
In the collection of M. Ryliiski there was one individual apparently found irkk&zane,
however, Smrecaski did not include the species in question infthena of Poland, even
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though it was featured in his key for identificatiof snout beetles (Smredski 1966).
The above pieces of information were later confitrbg the authors of the Catalogue of
the Fauna of Poland (Burakowski et al. 1993).

The biology ofO. armadillo has been studied quite extensively because loitally
has the status of a pest. The species is polypaljoagines have been observed to feed
on leaves of various species of trees and shrytvsesenting such families as: Asteraceae,
Araliaceae, Aquifoliaceae, Betulaceae, Caprifolia;e Celastraceae, FEricaceae,
Hydrangeaceae, Lamiaceae, Lauraceae, Liliaceae, ac€de, Polygonaceae,
Ranunculaceae, Rosaceae, Saxifragaceae; larva®riettwe roots (Staverlgkk 2010). In
some countries the impact of its presence on ecgriersignificant enough to attempt
eradication of the species both chemically andagjichlly (Grassi et al. 2003).

In Poland the species in question has been recandbd city of Warsaw.

Mazowsze Lowland: Warsaw-Ursynéw (ECQ7), 27.05.2005 on the pavement, on the
premises of the historical part of the SGGW camfaggs,et coll. T. Mokrzycki.

A living specimen was collected near Skarpa Ursysi@a Nature Reserve. The
origin of the specimen is unknown; it is not certathether it had been transferred to
Warsaw with soil or with plants, as had frequentfken place in other countries
(Staverlgkk 2010). A search for this species indgimerounding area should be conducted,
in order to learn whether a permanent populationliivisyg there or whether the
encountered specimen was just a result of an ateidgansfer.

In external appearance the species is very sinilaDtiorhynchus apenninus
Stierlin, 1883 (=0. salicicola Heyden, 1907), which is closely related to it &mdwhich
it is often mistaken. This species is also consideinvasive and, similarly td.
armadillo, in the recent years it has been encountered iowigg number of countries in
Central Europe (it has already been reported frioenBritish Isles, the Netherlands and
Germany). Thus, its presence in Poland may sooarbea@ fact, also due to its biology,
which is similar to that 0©. armadillo and implies that the species might be transferred
in a similar way. A detailed characteristics oftbepecies together with their distribution
can be found in the study by Heijerman and Hellingr{2008).
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